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For a long time video games, 
computer games and other 
such frivolity have been 
taboo at public libraries but 
Solano County Library has a 
different take on the subject. 
About a year ago I wrote 
a proposal for Lynne Wil-
liams, Solano County Library’s 
deputy director for support 
services, aimed at introduc-
ing gaming to the library as a 
program for teens. After much 
research I asked for Warcraft 
3. Warcraft 3 is a fantasy-
style game where players 
build armies and defeat other 
players. It sounds like Risk 
really, but what makes it spe-
cial is that it is played over 
a Local Area Network or LAN. 
This means that a lot of com-
puters are hooked together in 
the same room so everyone 
can play the same game with 
the other people in the room. 
It is commonly referred to as 
a LAN party. 

I had noticed that certain 
teens could be found for 
hours every day after school 
playing Runescape or Adven-
ture Quest or any number of 
other games on our comput-
ers. They came, they played, 
they left. Some people com-
plained that they were taking 
up precious bandwidth and 
slowing the computers down. 
But it is easy to complain 
about teens. They have a 
small voice in our world. And 

“The library 
was suddenly 
fun and on 
their radar.”

We’ve added  
Guitar Hero  

and  
Madden  

Football 08  
to the games 
young people  
can play  

at the library! 

When the Solano County 
Library staff designed a poster, 
Got a Baby? Get a Book!, to 
encourage parents to ask their 
doctors for a book at each 
well-baby and well-child visit, 
they were unaware that the 
phrase would serve as the 
mantra for Northern California 
Kaiser Permanente sites. As an 
ongoing part of pediatric care, 
parents will receive a new 
children’s book at each well-
child visit at all 46 Northern 
California Kaiser Permanente 
Pediatric Clinics by the end of 
the year. The program pro-
vides every child, six months 
through five years of age a 
new, age appropriate book at 
each checkup. 

The health organization is 
the largest to adopt a modi-
fied version of the national 
early literacy program Reach 
Out and Read (ROR). Kaiser 
Permanente in Southern 
California began offering 
a streamlined ROR model 
providing seven of ten books 
for patients in 2002. Local 
ROR supporters appealed to 
Northern California Kai-
ser Permanente Regional 
Administration and Pediatric 
Chiefs to adopt the program 
as a standard intervention 
on the basis that reading 
to young children improves 
their physical and emotional 
development. Reach Out  
and Read studies show that  
reading aloud to young  
children stimulates brain  
development, increases 
bonding between the parent 
and child, builds language 
and literacy skills, and  
results in school readiness. 

Currently, medical sites have 
children’s books burgeoning 
onto their clinic shelves. In 
a report by UCLA and ROR, 
Reading Across the Nation: A 
Chartbook, 45% of parents 
surveyed in California report-
ed reading to children (ages 
0-5) daily. With the action 
taken by Kaiser Permanente, 
tens of thousands more  
parents are going to be  
reading to young children. 

Solano County Kaiser Perma-
nente Pediatrics in Vacaville 
(2000) and Fairfield (2005) 
embraced the Reach Out and 
Read program in partnership 
with Solano County Library.  
As of 2007, pediatricians at 
these two sites gave 32,000 
books to parents of young 
children with the majority of 
the funding coming from  
the Solano County Library 
Foundation. Kaiser Perma-
nente Pediatrics in Vallejo 
collaborated with the library 
at the start of its program in 

2003 and with the library’s 
Foundation.

Teresa Perry, RN, the onsite 
coordinator for Kaiser Fairfield 
recalled the days before  
Kaiser Fairfield had the 
ROR program. “I remember 
phoning the library (Literacy 
Services) for books for parents 
to read while waiting to be 
called in for their appoint-
ments. Now we have books 
(for well child visits)! One lit-
tle girl asked me if she could 
have a book when I checked 
her newborn brother.”  

Teresa has children’s books to 
send home with patients, and 
there are volunteers to read 
aloud to families in the bus-
tling pediatric waiting area. 
At Kaiser Permanente Pedi-
atrics Fairfield and Vacaville, 
the library continues to offer 
volunteer opportunities for 
reading aloud as well as  
information about other 
library programs.
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Ask your child’s doctor about a free book at your next well child visit.

fortunately, in this case, they 
were easy to defend.

Most of these kids weren’t 
disruptive. In fact they were 
among the quietest teenage 
boys we had. They weren’t 
doing anything wrong either. 
They were just using the com-
puter in a new and interest-
ing way. They simply saw the 
library as being more than 
a place to research and find 
books.

Solano County Library’s mis-
sion statement agrees with 
the teens. We are here not 
just to provide information, 
though we do that with de-
light. We are here to provide 
entertainment as well. And 
really, what is a video game 
but another expression of the 
need we all have for movies or 
fantasy fiction.

And so, Lynne Williams agreed 
wholly with the proposal and 
we launched the first Solano 
Library LAN party. It was a 
success! I had more kids than 
I knew what to do with. We 
had to rotate them onto the 
computers. We had a room  
full of happy teenage boys, 
and some girls too, all using 
the library without getting  
in trouble.

Computer Games  
  - At the Library?
By Kevin Tolley, Library Associate,  
Vacaville Public Library-Town Square

The word spread and the next 
LAN party had even more kids. 
They were more than the usual 
crowd that came to the library 
every day to play Runescape. 
I saw kids I had never seen 

before, kids who came spe-
cifically for this event. I then 
began to notice that some of 
them came back, looking for 
books. The library was sud-
denly fun and on their radar.

The games were a winner and 
Sarah Krygier, the librarian for 
young adults at the Fairfield 
Civic Center Library, noticed. 
She thought we should 
expand the original idea of 
Computer LAN parties to 
include the incredibly popular 
Dance Dance Revolution 
(DDR). At the Fairfield library 
it became quickly apparent 
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that DDR was wildly popular 
with teens. And why not? 
Have you ever played them? 
You should, they are  
amazingly fun!

by Wyntress Smith,  
Literacy Program Assistant for Reach Out and Read
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